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Immanuel Lutheran Church 
 

Sunday Worship – Lent 5B 
 

Sunday, March 21, 2021 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
(ELW p 94) 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN 
 
ELW 759 My Faith Looks Up to Thee 
(Page 11 of this bulletin)  
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GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
KYRIE 
 
(ELW p 98; Page 12 of this bulletin) 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray. 
 
O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our 
prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death 
we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
Amen. 
 
 
WORD 
 
FIRST READING 
 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 (NRSV)( 
 
31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made 
with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But 
this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says 
the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say 
to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM 
 
Psalm 51:1-12 (ELW) 
 
51.1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 

in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 
2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 

and cleanse me | from my sin. 
3For I know | my offenses, 

and my sin is ev- | er before me. 
4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight; 

so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment. R 
5Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 

a sinner from my | mother’s womb. 
6Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 

and would have me know wisdom | deep within. 
7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 

wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 
8Let me hear | joy and gladness; 

that the body you have broken | may rejoice. R 
9Hide your face | from my sins, 

and blot out | all my wickedness. 
10Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 

and renew a right spir- | it within me. 
11Cast me not away | from your presence, 

and take not your Holy Spir- | it from me. 
12Restore to me the joy of | your salvation 

and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit. R 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL 
 
The Holy Gospel, according to St John, the 12th Chapter 
Glory to You, O Lord  
 
John 12:20-33 (NRSV) 
 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told 
Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 
remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life 
lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever 
serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever 
serves me, the Father will honor. 
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27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? 
No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then 
a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd 
standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken 
to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is 
the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when 
I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate 
the kind of death he was to die. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 
 
ELW 330 Seed That in Earth is Dying 
(Page 13 of this bulletin) 
 
 
NICENE CREED 
(ELW p 105) 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
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he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in 
need. (A brief silence.) 
 
You wash us through and through and remember our sin no more. Make your church a 
community of forgiveness throughout the world. Give your people courage to forgive; 
through them show the world new possibilities. Bless ministries of repentance and 
reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You fill the earth—from tiny grains of wheat to the mighty thunder—with your presence, 
and you call us to attend to your will for all creation. Grant weather that prepares the 
soil for seeds; protect all from violent storms, flooding, and wildfires. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You promise to write your law on our hearts. Guide citizens throughout the world to 
shape communities that reflect your mercy, justice, and peace, and give them creativity 
to work for the welfare of all. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You sustain us with your bountiful Spirit. Restore the joy of all who need to know your 
presence: those who are lonely or feel unforgivable, those who need healing of mind or 
body, those who are dying, and all who grieve. Especially today we lift up 

Bertie Black; Residents of the Bradley Home; Renee Bruenn; Jeanette 
Burgess; Jack Gade; Doreen Jenkins; Carol Kania; David Levitt; Cindy McCarthy; 
David, Claudette, & Hakeem McCleod; Sherri Phillips; Ann Phipps; Bill Preuss; 
David Ray; Katie Reeves; Doug Schultz; those who are suffering during the 
pandemic; those suffering from natural disasters; and those we name aloud or in 
our hearts. 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



Immanuel Lutheran Church Page 6 / 16 Lent 5B – Sun 3/21/21 

 
Jesus calls us to follow him in life and death. Empower this congregation in 
discipleship. Equip children and teachers in Sunday school, confirmation, and learning 
ministries. Give us your truth and wisdom and teach us to follow Jesus. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
In the cross of Christ, your name is glorified. We praise you for those who have given us 
words to worship you (especially Thomas Cranmer). With all those who have died in 
Christ, bring us into life everlasting. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
Amen. 
Offering Prayer 
 
 
OFFERING and OFFERING PRAYER 
 
ELW 760 O Christ the Same 
(Page 14 of this bulletin) 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Faithful God, 
you walk beside us in desert places, 
and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. 
Accompany us in this meal, 
that we may pass over from death to life 
with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
SURSUM CORDA 
 
(ELW p 107) 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
PREFACE (Lent) 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
SANCTUS 
 
(Music on ELW p 108 or Page 15 of this bulletin) 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
  



Immanuel Lutheran Church Page 8 / 16 Lent 5B – Sun 3/21/21 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER D: Lent (WOV) and LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P Holy God, 
 our living Water and our merciful Guide, 
 together with rivers and seas, wells and springs 
 we bless and magnify you. 
 
You led your people Israel through the desert, 
 and provided them water from the rock. 
 
We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, 
 who joined us in our desert, 
 pouring out his life for the world. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, 
 his life, death, and resurrection, 
 we await your salvation for all this thirsty world. 
 
Pour out your Spirit on this holy food 
 and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: 
 wash away our sin, 
 that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 
 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in your holy Church, 
 both now and forever. 
 
C Amen 
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray together as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Jesus draws the whole world to himself. 
Come to this meal and be fed. 
 
 
AGNUS DEI 
 
(Music on ELW p 112 or Page 15 of this bulletin) 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of 
the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives might bear witness to the 
love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
• Tuesday Night at Immanuel – “Pilgrims of the Cross” – Tue 3/23/21/ at 7:00 
• Communion Packets Still Available 
• Holy Week Schedule: 

Palm Sunday, 3/28/21  Worship at 9:45 am Indoors in Sanctuary 
Maundy Thursday, 4/1/21 Worship at 7:00 pm Indoors in Sanctuary 
Good Friday, 4/2/21 

Labyrinth Walk   Morning & Afternoon by Appointment 
         (call office to get a time slot 203-238-1248) 

Good Friday Service  Worship at 7:00 pm Indoors in Sanctuary 
  Easter Sunday, 4/4/21  Worship at 9:45 am Indoors in Sanctuary 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
You are what God made you to be: 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
chosen as holy and beloved, 
freed to serve your neighbor. 
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
Amen. 
 
 
Dismissal 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN 
 
ELW 321 Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church 
(Page 16 of this bulletin) 
 
 
Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and 
sundaysandseasons.com, © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted to reproduce this material for non-sale, local use, provided that 
this copyright notice is included. 
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 Kyrie / Lord Have Mercy 
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Seed That in Earth Is Dying 
 
1 Seed that in earth is dying 

grows into ears of grain. 
Grapes that are crushed in the vessel 
turn into golden wine. 
God, through this mystery grant us 
faith in our deepest darkness, 
life in our night and death. 
 

2 We were baptized in Jesus, 
into his death and grave, 
to resurrection's promise: 
praise and eternal life. 
Heaven's own praises begin here 
where you yourself are near us, 
deep in our night and death. 
 

3 Seed that in earth is dying 
rises to bear much fruit. 
Christ, as we meet at your table, 
give us the bread of life. 
Lord, we do thank and adore you! 
Unceasing praise of the ages 
rises from night and death. 

 
Text: Svein Ellingsen, b. 1929; tr. Hedwig T. Durnbaugh, b. 1929 
English text © Hedwig T. Durnbaugh, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
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Sanctus / Holy, Holy, Holy 
 

Agnus Dei / Lamb of God 
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